
SEPT. 27-28, 2025

COME OUT AND PLAY!



Our festival gathers in Amiskwaciwâskahikan, known colonially as 
Edmonton, Alberta. This land is the traditional territory of many 
Indigenous People, the Metis, and the First Nations of Treaty 6. This 
land has thousands of years of history; it was land that was fought 
over, land that gives back, land that continues to hold the spirit, 
strength, love, stories, and traditions of First Nations Peoples. In the 
spirit of the treaty and its oral agreements we acknowledge that we 
all benefit from this land and it is our duty as treaty people to nourish 
and respect it. 

We recognize that there are many inequities in our current systems, 
especially for those in our community who are Indigenous, Black, 
and People of Colour. We want the festival to be a space that is 
mindful and welcoming of the histories and experiences of artists 
and audiences alike. Clowning as an artform has existed in many 
forms across cultures and ages, as an outlet for creativity, play, 
social commentary, and storytelling. We strive to create a space 
that encourages artists to tell their stories, and that challenges us to 
think, feel, and laugh. 
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Welcome back to Play the Fool, year 9! We are so thrilled 
to have you here. It is my great honour and joy each year 
to create a space for clown and physical theatre artists to 
showcase their creations and stories. Our fools will delight 
you as they fill your cups with a weekend of laughter and 
play. Each year this festival is made possible thanks to the 
incredible artists, staff, volunteers, and supporters that 
help us Play the Fool, and most importantly, to audiences 
like you. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts and the 
tip of our red noses.  

We hope you enjoy the Festival! 

Julie Kiraly
Festival Producer

MESSAGE FROM:

FESTIVAL PRODUCER
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THE FESTIVAL 
SPECTACULAR CABARET

90 mins + intermission | Ages 18A
Saturday, Sept 27th @ 10:30pm

Comedy madness where anything can (and does) happen!

Laugh yourself silly shenanigans! We never know what they will get 
up to when our favourite fools take the stage to entertain and amaze.

Hosted by Lindsey Walker
Curated by Jake Tkaczyk 
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We are thrilled to present Play the Fool’s newest variety show – The 
Chaos Cabaret! With these fools, the evening is sure to spiral into 
chaos… 

Hosted by Alex Dawkins
With Musical Accompaniment by Mary-Lee Bird
Curated by Jacqueline Russell

FEATURING:
Alexa Elser 
Annalyn Kind 
Rainer Pearl-Styles
Ivan Guevara Garcia and Mariza-Fernanda Iturbe 
Anastasia Maywood and Krista Lin
Viktoria Kibblewhite and Liam Sievwright

THE CHAOS CABARET

60 mins | Ages 16+
Sunday Sept 29th @ 7:00 pm  |  ​Content Warnings: club vibes, political satire, 
cringe, religious commentary, prop work, feathers, absurdity.

Welcome to the beautiful chaos! 

FEATURING: 
Franco Correa
Sophie May Healey
LeTabby Lexington
Erin Pettifor
Aidan Laudersmith

Jacqueline Russell
Anna Pratch
Christine Lesiak & Ian Walker
Lauren Johnson



This festival favourite is back! This years’ Play the Fool’s Rookie Mentorship Program showcase 
features eight emerging clowns and physical comedy artists in 6 turns. Artists work with Rookie 
Program Director Christine Lesiak to take their idea from concept to stage.
Past participants have gone on to expand and develop the work they started in the Rookie Cabaret 
into longer and full-length shows.  

THIS YEAR WE HAVE 6 ACTS, FEATURING:
Mimmy in Rat Circus, by Victoria Skorobohach
Jobby, aka Spenser Kells 
Jimmy & Louis in Roosterz Uncaged, by Nico Maiorana & Jacquelin Walters
Baba as Clownter-terrorist, by Ali Muhammad Khowaja
Tulipa in Flying Birds, by Mariel Anison
Garbanzo and Sooz E. in Toy Story, by Jasmine Hopfe & Natasha Riddell

THE ROOKIE CABARET

60 mins | Ages 16+
Saturday Sept 28th @ 9:00 pm  |  Content warnings: The following sensitive topics 
are explored through comedy; sexuality, war violence, animal abuse, misandry
and misogyny.

Your wild & unexpected Sunday Night.
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Working with these amazing artists is the highlight of my 
year! Their ingenuity, curiosity, dedication to craft, and 
hard work fills my heart with joy and laughter. We can’t wait 
to share it will you!  
- Christine Lesiak 

ADOPT A ROOKIE 
at playthefool.ca

LET’S MEET THE ARTISTS!



Mariel Ansion started her journey acting/performing as a child. She 
did theater and clowning in Peru where she was born. She had a long 
hiatus and reconnected with her passion for performing arts in 2021 
taking improv and stand-up classes. For the past year she has been 
performing regularly at the Grindstone theater with King of the Hill, 
Thursday Night Improv, and Mixtape. She really enjoys clowning and 
she is grateful for the opportunity to learn from Christine Lesiak and 
Jan Henderson. She is thrilled to be part of the Play the Fool Festival 
in the Rookie Cabaret and let her clown play and have fun.

Ali Muhammad Khowaja (he/him) is a South Asian writer and 
performing artist based in amiskwacîwâskahikan (Edmonton). Born 
in Hyderabad, Pakistan, he has also lived Mombasa, Kenya, before 
moving to Canada. He recently completed a BA in Drama and 
Economics at the University of Alberta. Ali is committed to making 
theatre a home for everyone, a space where diverse communities 
can gather, reflect, and rediscover joy. Ali has been grateful to study 
Clown with Mike Kennard and Christine Lesiak, and is excited to 
further his journey at Play the Fool Festival.
Recent Performance Credits: Genesis (Edmonton Fringe 
Festival’25), Stag and Doe (Walterdale Theater), Waiting for Godot 
(University of Alberta). Recent Writing Credits: Pepperoni and 
Cheese (Edmonton Fringe Festival’25), The Guest House (short 
film, Winner TMU Film Festival ‘24)

MARIEL ANSION

ALI MUHAMMAD KHOWAJA

Spenser Kells is an Edmonton-based Actor, Writer, Musician, and 
Sniper. Their recent credits include roles in ‘Killed to Death’(Sutton 

Theatre Company), ‘Reign Check’(Walters and Watt), 
‘Televangelists’(Dog-Bite Theatre), ‘The World of Away’(Silver 

Skate Festival), ‘Brother Rat’(ReadyGo Theatre), ‘Witch’(Bleviss 
Laboratory Theatre), and writing ‘Sheep Play’ which premiered at 

the 2024 Edmonton Fringe Festival. When not acting, Spenser can 
be found doodling in parks, releasing music under the artist name 

“Skoot the Bandit” or writing their next play.

SPENSER KELLS
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Jasmine Hopfe (she/they) is a queer, mixed-race, multidisciplinary 
theatre artist, producer, and arts administrator currently living 
and working in amiswaciwâskahikan (Edmonton, Alberta). She 
graduated from the UofA with a BA in Drama (Honours) in 
2023, and is currently focused on performance, dramaturgy, and 
playwriting. Their present practice is rooted in fluidity, multiplicity, 
and contradictions of identity, resistance against systems of 
marginalization and oppression, and the imagining of new worlds that 
transcend the limitations that these systems, as well as ourselves as 
individuals and communities, bind us within. Recent performance 
credits include: Cameron in Headhole (Pack of Magpies), Adama 
in Televangelists (Dog Bite Theatre Collective), Chorus in After 
the Trojan Women (Alma Theatre), and Rosie in Brick Shithouse 
(fenceless theatre). Jasmine is very new to the world of clown, but is 
incredibly grateful for what she has learned studying and playing with 
Mike Kennard, and now, the wonderful Christine Lesiak.

JASMIN HOPFE

Nico Maiorana is an Edmonton based theatre artist who holds a 
BFA in Music Theatre Performance from MacEwan University. 
He developed a deep love of clowning under the mentorship of 

Jan Henderson and Christine Lesiak; he is so grateful to continue 
fostering his practice with Play the Fool. Recent credits include: 

Assassins (Uniform Theatre), Sam’s Clam & Oyster Bar (Top Bunk 
Theatre), Televangelists (Dog Bite Theatre), Shrek: The Musical 
(NUOVA), and Tom at the Farm (Bleviss Laboratory Theatre).

NICO MAIORANA
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Victoria is a multidisciplinary artist based in amiskwaciwâskahikan 
and a graduate of the Theatre Arts program at Macewan University. 
You may have seen her most recently producing and co-hosting 
Edmontask at the Fringe. She also made her directorial debut this 
summer, directing Who’s Hosting? with her company Three Toed 
Theatre Co. Other select credits include Amadeus (Psychopomp 
Theatre), A Fitting Confusion (Walterdale), The Robber Bridegroom 
(Chimera Theatre), Urinetown (Grindstone) and Sister Act 
(Macewan). Clowning is still very new to her, but she is thankful for 
this opportunity to grow and explore. She has previously learned from 
the wonderful Jan Henderson and is thrilled to now have mentorship 
from Christine Lesiak in creating this turn. She would like to thank 
her cats, Benelope and Boomer, for their unwavering support.

VICTORIA SKOROBOHACH

Jacquelin Walters is a multidisciplinary theatre artist and a graduate 
of the University of Alberta’s BFA acting program. They also enjoy 

writing and producing original work when they can.  Recent creation 
credits include Let’s Not Turn On Each Other (Walters & Watt, 

Edmonton Fringe, 2024), Tomato Girl (University of Alberta’s New 
Works festival 2024), What Was Is All (Walters & Watt, Edmonton 

Fringe 2023). Recent performance credits include Reign Check 
(Walters & Watt via FoundFest, dir. Erin Pettifor), Televangelists 

(Dog-Bite theatre, dir. Nicole Maloney). Shrek: The Musical (Nuova 
Vocal Arts, dir. Kim Wanat), Girls Can Eat Now (NewWorks 2025 

dir. Aidan Collins), Witch  (Bleviss Laboratory Theatre dir. Alissa 
Watson), Let’s Not Turn On Each Other (Edmonton Fringe, dir 

Nicole Maloney), Troilus and Cressida (Studio Theatre, dir. Brett 
Dahl), Indecent (Studio Theatre, dir. Ben Smith), and Helen (Trunk 

Theatre, dir. Amy DeFelice).

JACQUELIN WALTERS



Natasha Riddell is a poet, performer, pacifier of pontificators 
and theatre artist/administrator based in amiskwaciwâskahikan 
(Edmonton). She graduated from the University of Alberta with a BA 
in Drama and a minor in Arts and Cultural Management, which she 
is continuing with at MacEwan University. You might have seen her 
as the Events Coordinator for the Edmonton Poetry Festival, or at 
the Edmonton International Street Performers Festival in her usual 
role of Programming and Communications Assistant. On the stage, 
Clown is relatively new ground for Natasha. She’s been grateful to: 
learn Pochinko Clown from Mike Kennard during her studies at the 
UofA; join street Clown Fraser Hooper in a summer workshop; train 
with Aitor Basauri and Toby Park of Spymonkey in their Theatre of 
the Funny Creation School; and, of course, be at Play the Fool in the 
Rookie Cabaret under the savvy guidance of Christine Lesiak. 

NATASHA RIDDELL

Christine Lesiak (she/her) is an award-winning theatre artist, and 
founder of Small Matters Productions. She is creator/co-creator/

performer of all 10 of Small Matters’ original shows, most recently; 
The Lost Sock Rescue Society (2022-25), the award-winning 

The Spinsters (2023-25), For Science! (2018-25). She was the 
Festival Director for Play the Fool from 2016-24, and is currently 
their Rookie Cabaret Program and Mentorship program director. 

Christine has been the director/dramaturge of hundreds of of 
clown-theatre and physical storytelling short works, and several 

full-length productions; including THE BIRDS (Edmonton Fringe 
2025), Lee Boyes’ Big Business (Edmonton Fringe 2023/24), 

Rebecca Merkley’s Jesus Teaches Us Things (Edmonton Fringe 
2022/23), Jacqueline Russell’s Allergic To Water (Wee Witches and 
Inside Out Theatre, 2023), The Oddball Cabaret (Edmonton Fringe 

2024). Christine holds a Masters of Fine Arts in Drama from the 
University of Alberta and she currently regularly teaches through 

The Grindstone Theatre School, and in her private practice.

CHRISTINE LESIAK

ROOKIE CABARET & MENTORSHIP 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR
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Jake Tkaczyk, Moderator (He/Him) is an Edmonton-based 
theatre artist with a passion for creating new and engaging 
work collaboratively. He is currently in the midst of his PhD 
in Creative Practice from the Transart Institute and Liverpool 
John Moores’ University. Jake has worked as an actor, director, 
creator, and educator in central Alberta. Jake had the extreme 
pleasure of working as an Artist Intern at Northern Light 
Theatre for a few years and is currently the General Manager 
of Workshop West Playwrights’ Theatre. Jake spent two years 
working as the Program Manager, Performing Arts at the Banff 
Centre. Jake recently received the AFA Young Artist Prize. 

W: jaketkaczyk.com |  IG: jdtkaczyk

Clown and physical theatre thrive on the electricity of live interaction — but how do artists craft 
experiences that feel authentic, transformative, and more than just a quick gag? This online panel 
brings together a few artists who have made audience engagement central to their practice. We’ll 
explore the delicate balance between risk and care, laughter and vulnerability, surprise and structure.

Live Captioning by Tamara Kremer
Moderated by Jake Tkaczyk

THE FOURTH WALL IS A JOKE: 
AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT 
IN CLOWN & PHYSICAL THEATRE
90 mins  |  Sunday Sept 28th @ 1pm  |  ONLINE at playthefool.ca

JAKE TKACZYK (He/Him)
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FEATURING:
Isaac Kessler
Katie Yoner
Jay Flair



Isaac Kessler has been “in” comedy for 20 years. He’s a 4-time 
Canadian Comedy Award nominee, and one half of the award-
winning ClownProv juggernaut 2-MAN NO-SHOW alongside Ken 
Hall. He’s the director of five award-winning Clown/Bouffon shows, 
and his solo show, 1-MAN NO-SHOW, directed by Sweet Action 
Theatre’s Gordon Neill, has won these awards: Artists’ Pick Award 
- Edmonton International Fringe Festival / Artists’ Encore Award - 
Cincinnati Fringe Festival / 2025 Orlando Fringe Festival - Best of 
Fest by both the Orlando Weekly and Orlando Sentinel and Critic’s 
Choice Award winner for Best Specialty Solo Show.
“You can’t make Art without #awards.” - Oscar Wilde

Katie Yoner (she/her) is a queer performer and comedian currently 
residing in Treaty 6 territory in the area traditionally known as 
Amiswaciy Waskahikan (Edmonton). Katie is a graduate of the 
University of Alberta’s BFA Acting Program and co-created 
the ad-hoc theatre collective Batrabbit Productions with Dayna 
Lea Hoffmann in 2022. Batrabbit was created to challenge the 
historically male-dominated art form of comedy and explore the 
“funny” femme body on stage. The collective’s first large-scale 
production, Rat Academy, was produced, written, and performed by 
Yoner and Hoffmann. Rat Academy subsequently toured theatres 
across Canada (One Yellow Rabbit, Pi, and more) and  has been 
the recipient of multiple awards including three Sterling Awards. In addition to theatre, Katie has 
performed stand-up across the country and was recently featured in Grindstone’s Comedy Festival 
and Santa Monica’s Bergamot Comedy Festival. She is a mainstage improviser and teacher with 
Rapid Fire Theatre and Grindstone Theatre, and has performed with Loose Moose Theatre and 
The Kinkonauts in Calgary, AB. Upcoming projects include Rat Academy 2: Gnaw and Order 
(Vancouver Fringe) and The 39 Steps (Teatro Live!). 

PANELLISTS

ISSAC KESSLER

KATIE YONER
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Jay Flair is an award winning multidisciplinary artist who is 
sure to leave you on the edge of your seat! Jay began her 
journey as a magician at the age of 12, secretly studying at 
home and has since performed in many different settings. 
From busking to solo stage shows, from adult only shows 
to children’s parties; Jay is familiar with a wide range of 
audiences and performance styles. Her acts, from circus 
stunts to sleight of hand, make use of her experiences in life 
and she strives to be inclusive to all who may find themselves 
in her audience. You may have caught her at St Albert’s 

Children’s Festival, or the Edmonton Street Performer’s 
Festival and Edmonton Fringe.

JAY FLAIR



Producer - Julie Kiraly
Rookie Program Director - Christine Lesiak

Cabaret Program Curator - Jake Tkaczyk
Cabaret Program Curator - Jacqueline Russell

Production Stage Manager - Amy Dass
Assistant Stage Manager - Jess Haight

Graphic Designer - Jaimie Lievers
Photography - Brianne Jang 

Videography - Ian Walker

2025 STAFF
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Anna Pratch
Andrea Rudiger
Ari - Leverock

Caitlin Bullerkist
Catherine Voisin

Chris Gamble & No Bones Theatre
Fringe Theatre Adventures

Grindstone Theatre
Hit That Jive Board of Directors

Jacqueline Russell
Jan Henderson

John Marian
Jules Pepin

Louise Mallory
Matthew Leddy

Renita Lowry
Sandra Olarte
Susan Godwin

Tamara Kremer
Ian Walker

And thank you to our anonymous donors! 

THANK YOU
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SUPPORTERS THAT HELP US 
PLAY THE FOOL

AND

FESTIVAL PARTNER: 
FRINGE THEATRE ADVENTURES

THANK YOU TO OUR
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THE PLAY THE FOOL FESTIVAL

is supported by the Edmonton Arts 
Council and the City of Edmonton

is supported by the Government of Alberta.
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19HIT THAT JIVE PRODUCTIONS

is supported by the Province of Alberta 
through Alberta Foundation for the Arts. 
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PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE
SEPT. 27-28, 2025

SEPT. 27
SAT.

FESTIVAL 
SPECTACUL AR 
CABARET

*All performances 
located at the 

Westbury Theatre 
at Fringe Theatre 

Arts Barns, 
10330 84 Ave NW, 

unless otherwise noted.

10:30 PM

CHAOS 
CABARET

ONLINE PANEL 
DISCUSSION

ROOKIE 
CABARET

SEPT. 28
SUN.

7:00 PM

1:00 PM

9:00 PM


